THE ADVENT OF THE REFORMATION
keeping a mistress and having an illegitimate family, of retaining in
his hands all manner of separate clerical incomes, which had come
to be regarded as we to-day regard dividends, or stocks and shares.
Wolsey was perhaps not responsible for the bad foreign policy
which began almost immediately on his accession to power. He
had to humour the King somewhat as he assumed more and
more control over him; the King by his vanity was responsible
for a bad foreign policy, the chief defects of which were that it
was futile and that it was enormously expensive, wasting the
large balances accumulated by Henry VII. Wolsey might have
remodelled that policy. He preferred to follow it on account of
the hold it gave him over the King by appealing to his vanity.
The Foreign Expeditions. Henry's desire to play some
theatrical part and to appear in arms was the natural wantonness
of a young fellow of his age and temperament. His chance came
in 1512. Julius II was the Pope of the moment, an old man close
on seventy, but very vigorous and of a soldierly temperament,
worldly after the fashion of the time, but with a genuine
enthusiasm for Christendom, and genuinely desirous of uniting
the Christian princes against the crying peril of the Moham-
medan, who was sweeping westward. But, though he had this
to his credit, Julius II, like every Pope of the Renaissance, was
absorbed in his temporal possessions and his principality of the
Papal States. He began by forming an alliance against Venice,
because that powerful state marched with his own and threatened
his borders. In this alliance the Emperor and the King of
France, Louis XII, who held the district of Milan, and Fer-
dinand of Spain, who was also the sovereign of the south of
Italy, broke the Venetian power—whereupon the Pope allied
himself with Venice and challenged the French power in Milan,
The French all but conquered him; he formed yet another
alliance against them with Ferdinand and the Emperor, both
of whom desired land at the expense of France, Ferdinand
being especially anxious to get that part of Navarre which lies
south of the Pyrenees and of which the capital is Pampeluna.
Henry VIII was glad enough to join his father-in-law, the
Spanish King, in this adventure. He claimed the old Plan-
tagenet fiefs in France by way of a flourish, and declared war
on France in June 1512. He sent English forces north of the
Pyrenees to help his father-in-law, but they were held up,
while Ferdinand's forces, thus relieved from pressure, did the
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